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BOARD
UPDATE
Hello Heartwood families,
The board recently had our annual fall strategic planning meeting where we
discussed and identified strategic goals and objectives for the coming year and
future years. We also looked to expound upon our mission and vision
statements based on input gathered from families and staff. We will provide
more information on both of these efforts as they develop further.
We are still looking for more volunteers for the board. There is no criteria for
joining other than having some time to give and caring about Heartwood. If
the board is not a commitment you are ready to make but you want to help in
another way we also have committees that support board specific tasks; you
do not need to be a board member to be a part of a committee. Currently we
are looking for volunteers to fill our finance, community engagement, and
fundraising committees. If you are interested, or know of someone who may
be, please send along an email to board@heartwoodmontessori.org.
A reminder that this month's board meeting will take place on Wednesday,
November 16th. Feel free to attend to ask questions, or raise topics to discuss
during our open table session at the beginning of each meeting. Below is the
standing zoom meeting link.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82553025085?
pwd=OS9HdEhrN1F1eDBmZkYra0xRZmdKdz09
A final reminder, November 17th is Give to the Max Day, an annual statewide
fundraising event to link donors with organizations that are working to make
Minnesota a better place. Heartwood participates in Give to the Max Day as a
primary fundraising source for the school. Keep an eye out for more
information arriving via MailChimp newsletter in the coming weeks.
All the best,
Keith Johns (Iona’s dad), Board President
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DIRECTOR'S
UPDATE
And in the blink of an eye, we're in month three. This school year
has felt like it's passing by so fast! The children are settled into their
communities, learning and growing alongside each other.
This is the time of year that I reflect on all the good things that
have happened. This year I am filled with gratitude for the
community we are building at Heartwood. This year has been a
year of growth for me personally, but also for the school. Our team
of amazing staff has grown by five, and with the addition of a
fourth classroom we are welcoming toddlers into the community.
Despite the rapid growth, we have maintained the special
community spirit that so defines Heartwood's culture. I hope you
all feel it as well.
With gratitude,
Emily
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INTRODUCING...

Ashea Sparrow
Hello, hi, how are ya? My name is Ashea
(pronounced like Asia) and I’m happy to say I’m the
newest member of the Heartwood Montessori
team. I will be working primarily in the afternoons
and look forward to getting to know everyone. A
little about me, I am a trained Montessori guide and
have had full classrooms of my own in the past, I
took some time off to be a stay at home mom when
given the opportunity and coincidently enough the
pandemic gave me even more time, so now many
years later I’m back to work. My son Ewan is now
5.5 and at his own school in Seward where we live.
I’ve worked with children all my adult life and have
loved the challenges, spontaneous joys, and sparks
of wonder. If you see me around say hello, hi or
how are ya! Fun facts: I have driven across the
country alone twice, my father was a musician and
my right arm is dedicated to Children’s art so
hopefully I’ll be getting some tattoos inspired by
your kids creations soon enough. Be well, stay kind,
and I’ll see you around.
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GIVE TO THE MAX - GOING
GREEN-ER
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TODDLER COMMUNITY
OPENINGS
We are still accepting applications and have spots
available in the program, so please share with your
friends and neighbors who may be looking for an
authentic Montessori environment for their toddler.
Applications are available on the Heartwood website
and interested families can email
info@heartwoodmontessori.org to schedule a tour.
One of the best ways that you can support
Heartwood and getting the word out to the
community is by liking, sharing, and overall
interacting with our social media posts. Please follow
us @heartwoodmontessori on Instagram and
Facebook.
Please enjoy these wonderful pictures - the room is
really coming together!

November 2022

MONTHLY DIGEST

UPCOMING COMMUNITY ED
EVENT
We are excited to welcome The Family Tree on
December 7th from 6-7 via Zoom for a Body Talk
Early Childhood Family Education night!
Parents are the most influential educators for their
children! Join Family Tree Clinic Sex Educator
Lindsey Hoskins for a discussion on early physical
development and how to communicate with your
children about their body in a way that is healthy,
developmentally appropriate, and reinforces your
values. From toddlerhood to the teenage years, there
are millions of opportunities to get conversations
going in a way that will lead to healthy attitudes and
outcomes. Even if the thought of “the talk” makes
your palms sweat a little, we will share tips for talking
in a way that is easy, fun, and effective. It is never too
early to start. Our motto is, “Talk early, talk often!”
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COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

Britt Hawthorne Author Talk
MN Montessorians for Equity in partnership with local Montessori schools is
excited to bring the community together for a conversation with Britt
Hawthorne on Nov. 9th from 5-7pm at Sunny Hollow Montessori!
Britt Hawthorne (she/they) is a momma, teacher, antiracist facilitator,
speaker, visionary and advocate. Britt partners with caregivers, educators,
and families to raise the next generation of antiracist children by centering
families of the global majority and fostering equitable learning environments
for students and children of all ages and backgrounds. Learn more at
www.britthawthorne.com.
This event will begin with a moderated discussion about her new book, NYTBest Seller Raising Antiracist Children: A Practical Parenting Guide, followed
by Q & A from the audience. The book guides people on their journey in the
world of antiracist parenting and helps caregivers discover ways to respond
when children perpetuate systems of oppression, practice new language and
create communities of antiracist families.
Copies of Britt's book will be available to purchase, as well as a selection of
diverse and affirming children's literature from Red Balloon Bookshop at the
event.
Childcare (including a light meal) will be offered on site. Please indicate your
need at registration. This event is free, but registration is required.
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Important Dates

11/9 BRITT
HAWTHORNE
AUTHOR TALK
11/23-25 HEARTWOOD
CLOSED THANKSGIVING
BREAK
12/7-BODY TALK
COMMUNITY ED
11/16 7:00-9:00PM
MONTHLY BOARD
MEETING

All are welcome and
encouraged to attend!

Zoom Link

