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BOARD
UPDATE
Hello Heartwood families,
Happy Autumn! We hope your fall is off to a pleasant start and that everyone
is feeling more and more comfortable settling into their school routines. I
would like to take this moment to announce three new board members who
have recently joined the Heartwood board of directors:
Heidi Hodorowski
Ashley Paguyo
Kelly Wysong
Thank you to these new board members and our past and present members!
We are always looking for more volunteers to join our board. There is no
criteria for joining other than having some time to give and caring about
Heartwood and its place in the broader community. If you are interested, or
know of someone who may be, please send along an email to
board@heartwoodmontessori.org.
A reminder that this month's board meeting will take place on Wednesday,
October 19th. Feel free to attend to ask questions, or raise issues during our
open table session at the beginning of each meeting. Below is the standing
zoom meeting link.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82553025085?
pwd=OS9HdEhrN1F1eDBmZkYra0xRZmdKdz09
Lastly, November 17th is Give to the Max Day, an annual statewide
fundraising event to link donors with organizations that are working to make
Minnesota a better place. Heartwood participates in Give to the Max Day as a
primary fundraising source for the school.. Keep an eye out for more
information arriving via MailChimp newsletter in the coming weeks.
All the best,
Keith Johns (Iona’s dad), Board President
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DIRECTOR'S
UPDATE
Wow, the first month of school just flew by! We spent September
embracing our growing community, connecting with friends new
and old, and diving back into our Montessori environments for a
new year of learning! I have had a wonderful time observing in the
classrooms, as well as helping to facilitate our growing afterschool
program. The children's joy is infectious!
As we enter these cooler fall months, it can be challenging to dress
for the weather (although I have been loving these cool mornings
and warm afternoons)! We do continue to go outside three times a
day, and eat lunch outside regularly, so please dress your child in
layers so that they are comfortable throughout the day.
In partnership,
Emily
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INTRODUCING...

Aaron Sexton
Hello all! My name is Aaron. For the last 4 years, I
have been teaching children of all ages in
Kanazawa, Japan. I love to travel, cook and read
great books. I just moved to Minneapolis from
Boise, Idaho, so any recommendations are welcome
Aaron is excited to be joining the afterschool
program!

ILLNESS POLICY
Cold and flu season is officially here. I wanted to share a couple of
reminders about our illness policy.
Please screen your child for symptoms before leaving for school. If staff
determine that your child is too sick to attend school, you will be asked
to pick them up. An authorized person must pick up within one hour.
Children must be well enough to participate in all activities, including
outdoor play, to attend school.
If your child has symptoms of COVID, please rapid test them before
returning to school. We have many rapid tests available at no cost to
families, so please reach out if you would like some tests.
If a physician determines that your child has a contagious condition,
please notify us immediately so that we can send a notice to all families.
If your child has COVID, please notify us immediately so that test-tostay can begin for all exposed children who are not fully vaccinated or
have not had COVID in the last 90 days.
Thank you for your partnership and dedication in keeping our community
safe and healthy!
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PICK UP/DROP OFF POLICIES
We have been noticing an uptick in pickups and drop
offs outside of the scheduled windows. As a reminder: we
require two days notice for any late drop offs/early pick
ups barring an emergency. If you need to drop off/pick
up your child outside your drop off or pick up window,
please coordinate with your child's teachers. If you arrive
outside of your window without notice, we may not be
able to accept your child for the day or bring them
outside early, dependent on available staff.
It is crucial that all children arrive on time so that the
morning work cycle can begin uninterrupted. It is very
disruptive to both the child and the classroom when a
child arrives late. Late arrivals also require that a
classroom be out of state-required ratios while one
teacher is assisting the late child.
We understand that sometimes traffic and weather will
prevent you from picking up a child on time. If you find
that this is the case please inform the school as soon as
possible, so that we may make arrangements. To
encourage timeliness on the part of parents and families,
we will apply a $1.00 fee for every minute after the end
of your child’s designated departure window. As we enter
winter months, please plan accordingly during snowy
weather.
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TODDLER COMMUNITY UPDATE
We are so excited to announce that our toddler room
is officially opening! Wow, this has been a long time
coming, and we are so grateful for the tireless work
of the toddler committee (Keith Johns, Terrijo
Mikulich Anderson, Corinne Ivanca, Ashley Paguyo,
and Quincy Craft Faber) and toddler staff (Maegan
Schock and Laura Tracy) in partnership with school
leadership!
We are still accepting applications and have spots
available in the program, so please share with your
friends and neighbors who may be looking for an
authentic Montessori environment for their toddler.
Applications are available on the Heartwood website
and interested families can email
info@heartwoodmontessori.org to schedule a tour.
One of the best ways that you can support
Heartwood and getting the word out to the
community is by liking, sharing, and overall
interacting with our social media posts. Please follow
us @heartwoodmontessori on Instagram and
Facebook.
Please enjoy these wonderful pictures - the room is
really coming together!
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COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

Pumpkin Giveaway
Bottineau Neighborhood (just down the street from
Heartwood) is having a pumpkin giveaway for families and
costume contest as well. It's on Saturday October 29th (1-3
pm) at the big Rabbit in front of the California Street Farm.
Please see below flyer!
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COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

Minneapolis Toy Library - NE
"We recently opened a location in Northeast on Johnson Street and are
excited to spread the word.
A bit about us: we're a non-profit, membership-based organization that
lends toys to families. Children and their caregivers can check out five
toys for a few weeks at a time. The Toy Library has over 5000 toys to
choose from. We're volunteer-run and open about four times a month. "
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COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

Britt Hawthorne Author Talk
MN Montessorians for Equity in partnership with local Montessori schools is
excited to bring the community together for a conversation with Britt
Hawthorne on Nov. 9th from 5-7pm at Sunny Hollow Montessori!
Britt Hawthorne (she/they) is a momma, teacher, antiracist facilitator,
speaker, visionary and advocate. Britt partners with caregivers, educators,
and families to raise the next generation of antiracist children by centering
families of the global majority and fostering equitable learning environments
for students and children of all ages and backgrounds. Learn more at
www.britthawthorne.com.
This event will begin with a moderated discussion about her new book, NYTBest Seller Raising Antiracist Children: A Practical Parenting Guide, followed
by Q & A from the audience. The book guides people on their journey in the
world of antiracist parenting and helps caregivers discover ways to respond
when children perpetuate systems of oppression, practice new language and
create communities of antiracist families.
Copies of Britt's book will be available to purchase, as well as a selection of
diverse and affirming children's literature from Red Balloon Bookshop at the
event.
Childcare (including a light meal) will be offered on site. Please indicate your
need at registration. This event is free, but registration is required.
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Important Dates
10/10 9:30 PICTURE
DAY
10/15
9-1 CHILDREN'S TENT
@ NE FARMERS
MARKET
9-12 COMMUNITY
WORKDAY- HMS
PLAYGROUND
10/19-21 HEARTWOOD
CLOSED CONFERENCES
10/29 - TRUNK OR
TREAT 3-5PM IN
HEARTWOOD
PARKING LOT
10/19 7:00-9:00PM
MONTHLY BOARD
MEETING

All are welcome and
encouraged to attend!

Zoom Link

