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Hello Heartwood families,
Welcome to the 2022-23 school year! We are excited to embark on
another wonderful journey together. My name is Keith Johns, and I
am the acting President for the Board of Directors here at
Heartwood. I want to take this opportunity to introduce our full
Board of Directors and share a bit about what we do and how you
can help us shape Heartwood’s future.
At current we have seven board members:
Keith Johns, president
Terrijo Mikulich, vice president/president elect
Gavin Poindexter, treasurer
Jessamay Pesek, secretary
Kristi Curme
Emma DiasAbeygunawardena
Riccardo McCurley
You can read a bit more about each of us on the Heartwood
website. As a volunteer board we focus on governance, fiduciary
oversight, and strategic planning directives that ensure Heartwood
stays true to its mission and vision statements. One of our primary
roles is to help identify, craft, and evaluate school initiatives and
policies, which we then entrust to Heartwood’s Executive Director
and staff to enact and oversee in day-to-day operations.
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I cannot overstate how strongly we value community input, and I
encourage families to reach out with ideas, concerns or suggestions.
Through community dialogue we have identified and acted on
communal needs (toddler room creation, expanding tuition assistance),
funded critical initiatives (anti-bias/anti-racist education, improving staff
compensation and benefits), and tailored our long term goals (strategic
budgeting, diversifying the board, further refining Heartwood’s vision).
These are just a few examples of how the board functions and
strategically supports Heartwood. Of all of our duties, we recognize that
our most important one is to be the best stewards we can be to the
uniquely magical place that is Heartwood.
The board meets on the third Wednesday of the month from 7-9pm
over zoom--you can refer to the Heartwood Calendar for exact dates.
All are welcome to join these meetings to see the goings-on of the board,
to ask questions, or raise issues during our open table session at the
beginning of each meeting. We post all meeting minutes here.
You can join using the standing zoom meeting link.
We are always looking for more volunteers to join our board, and
especially at the start of a new school year. There is no criteria for
joining other than having some time to give and caring about Heartwood
and its place in the broader community. We are also actively looking to
diversify our board in any way we can; you do not need to be a current
Heartwood family! If you are interested, or know of someone who may
be, please send along an email to board@heartwoodmontessori.org.
Wishing you all a joyful start to the school year!
Keith Johns (Iona’s dad), Board President
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Welcome back to school! The first week it was wonderful
welcoming new friends and old! We have had so much fun getting
to know each other, learning and creating new routines, and
embarking on the journey of a brand new school year.
This year I am grateful for a step towards pre-COVID normalcy.
Resuming in person events has been such a joy! I am so looking
forward to spending time together as a community and connecting
outside the world of Zoom.
I am excited to be spending the beginning of the school year
supporting the after school program alongside the rest of our
afternoon team! Spending time with the children is the best part of
my day, and I'm so looking forward to spending time together and
embracing this beautiful weather!
In gratitude,
Emily
On a fun note, I found this picture
of me and my grandpa when I was
in the Children's House many
moons ago sharing my work with
him! Life has come full circle!
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF!

Elizabeth Spaid
Elizabeth is excited to be joining the Cedar Room.
She began at Heartwood this summer and knows
many of the children. Elizabeth has over 6 years of
experience working in Early Childhood Education.
Most recently, she worked for three years in a
Montessori school in infant and Children's House
environments. Elizabeth enjoys crafting, reading,
and being in the outdoors. Like Katie, she does not
drink coffee!

Mary Miranda

Hi, my name is Mary Miranda. I am a recent college
graduate who has been working with youth for five years.
I am excited to be collaborating and problem solving
through music and art with Heartwood youth. This will
be my first year learning the Montessori way. I am open
to learning and relearning and I cannot wait.
Mary will be joining Katy as the afternoon assistant in the
Birch room!

Krista Donahue

I'm a fellow Northeaster and artist. I have been
in the teaching field for over 30 years. Lover of
the outdoors, cooking, and road trips!
Krista will be joining us as the interim
Afternoon Assistant to start the school year, and
then will be joining our sub network!
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Maegan Schock

Maegan (she/her) has been a part of the local Montessori
community since 2005 and has spent all but one of those years
working with toddlers aged 16 months to 3 years. Maegan is
passionate about supporting and guiding young children in
their discovery of the world and their place within it, and
continues to be inspired by the beauty and joy found in sharing
new experiences with young children. Maegan is excited for the
opportunity to establish a loving and supportive community of
and for toddlers at Heartwood Montessori. Maegan is an active
member of the Association Montessori Internationale, holds an
Assistants to Infancy diploma from The Montessori Institute,
CO and a Master of Education diploma from Loyola University,
MD. Maegan is a longtime resident of Northeast Minneapolis
and enjoys reading, sewing, cooking, and traveling.
Maegan is the new Toddler Community Lead Guide!

Laura Tracy
Laura (she/her) discovered and has been a part of
the Montessori community since 2011. She
completed her Asssistants to Infancy Assistant
training in Dallas, TX, and has a bachelor's degree
in Speech and Language Pathology. Laura has
experience with children from infancy to
children's house but has found her ideal spot with
Toddlers because of their blossoming language.
She loves witnessing children's language bloom,
watching their skills and independence grow, and
long chats in the bathroom. Laura lives in south
Minneapolis with her many houseplants and
enjoys reading, baking, and naps.
Laura is the new toddler assistant working
alongside Maegan in the Oak room!
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Noah Jacobs

I’m thrilled to be joining Heartwood as your new
Administrative and Classroom Assistant.
My first experience with Montessori teaching was when,
after seven months of unemployment, I landed a parttime job as a lunch monitor at a now-defunct Montessori
preschool and kindergarten program. I was quickly
promoted to a classroom aide, where I realized early
childhood education is something I’m good at. I have my
Montessori Fundamentals Certificate from the Center
for Guided Montessori Studies. My focus quickly led me
up the ladder in various play-based programs until I was
running my own successful center concurrently with
Emily, where I learned many of the systems she has
implemented for the program already. In my spare time,
my fiancée Moira and I are usually doing something
with our dog, Garbanzo.
I’m excited to know everyone and to do my part to help
Heartwood flourish.

Kendra Pollock
Kendra has been a regular sub at Heartwood
for the past year. We are thrilled she will be
continuing on as a sub this year as well! She
will be a regular face at the school and is
excited to spend another year with
Heartwood!

Important Dates

9/21 7:00-9:00PM
MONTHLY BOARD
MEETING

All are welcome and
encouraged to attend!

Zoom Link

