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Hello Heartwood families,

Happy new year! I hope you all had a wonderful and restful holiday
break filled with family and friends. We on the board look forward
to a new year full of new possibilities and continued stewardship of
Heartwood’s strategic mission. As we kick off 2023, stay tuned for
board updates on our mission and vision work, a forthcoming
annual board survey, and an inaugural spring fundraiser.

We are always looking for more volunteers for the board and our
board chaired committees, the latter does not require one to join
the board. If you are interested, or know of someone who may be,
please send along an email to board@heartwoodmontessori.org. If
a board or committee seat feels like too big a commitment there
are other ways to pitch in so please do not hesitate to reach out if
you have time and want to volunteer to help Heartwood. 

A reminder that this month's board meeting will take place on
Wednesday, January 18th at 7pm. Feel free to attend to ask
questions, or raise topics to discuss during our open table session at
the beginning of each meeting. Below is the standing zoom
meeting link. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82553025085?
pwd=OS9HdEhrN1F1eDBmZkYra0xRZmdKdz09
 
Wishing you all a healthy and happy start to the new year!
Keith Johns (Iona’s dad), Board President
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Welcome back to school! After a lovely, restful winter break (and an
unexpected very snowy start to the second half of our year), I am
ready to dive back into life at Heartwood. Seeing all the children
arrive this morning, smiling and excited to get back to work, made
me so joyful. I feel fortunate every day that I get to be a part of
their daily discoveries and observe them as they happily work and
play with each other.

Wishing you all a very happy new year,
Emily
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One of Heartwood's goals for the coming year is to
increase our presence in early childhood advocacy! I
have participated in ECE advocacy for several years and
am looking forward to continuing my work in
advocating for children, families, quality early
childhood education, and the importance and values of
an authentic Montessori education alongside the
Heartwood Board and family community. 

This year is a big year for ECE advocacy in MN. With
the unexpected trifecta for the DFL of the state
government, we can finally (hopefully) get many of the
proposed massive investments in child care access,
affordability, early educator compensation, and more,
passed. Minnesota also has a record budget surplus of
over $17 billion dollars heading into session (partially
because of how unpredictable the economy has been
during the pandemic, and partially because last year’s
surplus got rolled into this one due to legislative
inaction).

So how can you help? There are many quick and easy
opportunities to help support early childhood advocacy
work. Please see next page for options!

EARLY CHILDHOOD ADVOCACY
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ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITIES
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Action Network – Quick plug in letters to congress –
enter your info and they send the pre-written letter
to your congress person! You can also add a personal
note if you want. You can choose whichever call to
action resonates with you.

Child Care Aware - Another opportunity for quick
plug in letters, phone calls, tweets, or videos to
lawmakers! Just click the link that you have time for
and they do the work for you!

Day on the Hill - On 2/14 the Minnesota Child Care
Association will be hosting its 2nd annual Day on the
Hill. We will meet other center providers, hear from
legislators working on child care, sit in on committee
hearings, and (most importantly) visit with our own
personal legislators about the importance of
investing in child care. This year I and a few Board
members are planning to attend to represent
Heartwood!

https://actionnetwork.org/groups/minnesota-early-childhood-care-and-education-advocates
https://www.childcareaware.org/annual-funding-for-child-care/?utm_campaign=Appropriations+2022&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_PTzEZn9lWJw32RJf6J4taowi7KC_-Z5xQpeWlW9gtxygp5rBqV_Oh7qw7mZ9LNoei6Owb8HtrVwUb6yePa7QAqE3_PMlN9-aIcARpD6aSTZFjPjc&_hsmi=237977110&utm_content=237977110&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=4bbc9dd2-62dc-4158-b76c-15734328020b%7C1ea541df-64c6-461d-8e02-8d3d3e56441f
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HEARTWOOD IS HIRING!
We are searching for the perfect toddler assistant to
join our team! The ideal candidate has experience
working with toddlers, and Montessori experience is
preferred. If you know anyone who might be
interested in joining the Heartwood team, please
direct them to apply by sending their resume and
cover letter to info@heartwoodmontessori.org.
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INTRODUCING...

"Alondra (she/her) has worked in
childcare since 2017. She has worked
with infants, toddlers, and preschool-
aged children. Alondra comes from a
Latino background therefore she is
fluent in both English and Spanish.

Alondra lives in NE Minneapolis with her
partner Daniel and their son Eric. She

loves to go for walks, watch movies, and
make barbecue with her family."

 
Alondra will be joining Katy as the
Maple/Birch afternoon assistant!

 

Alondra Ruiz
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BRITT HAWTHORNE AUTHOR
TALK - WEDNESDAY 3/1 5-7



Zoom Link

1/18 7:00-9:00PM
MONTHLY BOARD
MEETING

All are welcome and
encouraged to attend!

Important Dates

1/16 HEARTWOOD
CLOSED-MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR. DAY

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82553025085?pwd=OS9HdEhrN1F1eDBmZkYra0xRZmdKdz09

