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Hello Heartwood families,

As we kick off a new month I would like to call your attention to the Board’s
annual Family Poll sent out by our Community Engagement Committee. This
brief poll is a way to check in with our families and better meet the needs of
the community. It also happens to be one of the primary ways we on the
board can get your direct input so if you haven’t already please consider
taking some time to go through the poll linked below. 

Heartwood Family Questionnaire 2022-23

Many thanks to our Community Engagement Committee for orchestrating
this questionnaire and thank you in advance for your feedback. 

Over the next few months the board will be nominating and electing new
board officers. Our bylaws require term limits for board members and
officers, as those terms come to their ends we typically have new members fill
in for those who are departing. All to say, this yearly transition is a great time
to consider joining the board if you are interested in contributing to and
guiding Heartwood’s strategic vision. We also continue to look for volunteers
for our board chaired committees, these do not require you to join the board.
If you are interested in either, please send along an email to
board@heartwoodmontessori.org. 

A reminder that this month's board meeting will take place on Wednesday,
February 15th at 7pm. Feel free to attend to ask questions, or raise topics to
discuss during our open table session at the beginning of each meeting. Below
is the standing zoom meeting link. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82553025085?
pwd=OS9HdEhrN1F1eDBmZkYra0xRZmdKdz09

All the best,
Keith Johns (Iona’s dad), Board President
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We have successfully made it through another cold Minnesota
January!  I know I for one am excited to (hopefully) have some
warmer weather to return to our outdoor explorations!

This month we will hold our second parent-teacher conferences of
the year. You will be receiving information and sign up times from
your child’s guide. This is a great time to connect and celebrate the
wonderful progress the children have made this year!

Summer program at Heartwood has been ever-evolving over the
last two years as we work to meet the needs of our growing
community. Our assistants have been working hard to create a
wonderful program for this year. More information to come soon!
 
In partnership,
Emily
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REMINDER! It's that time of year again: the annual
family survey! Please complete this survey - we'd love
for your thoughts to be included. We use this
information to check in with our families and better
meet the needs of the community. 

The survey is anonymous and closes Wednesday,
February 8th. 
 
Thanks for your participation, 
Ashley Paguyo and Emma Murano
Community Engagement Committee
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One of Heartwood's goals for the coming year is to
increase our presence in early childhood advocacy! I
am looking forward to continuing my work in
advocating for children, families, quality early
childhood education, and the importance and values of
an authentic Montessori education alongside the
Heartwood Board and family community. 

We are excited to participate on the 2nd annual Day on
the Hill! We will meet other center providers, hear
from legislators working on child care, sit in on
committee hearings, and (most importantly) visit with
our own personal legislators about the importance of
investing in child care.

This year is a big year for ECE advocacy in MN. With
the unexpected trifecta for the DFL of the state
government, we can finally (hopefully) get many of the
proposed massive investments in child care access,
affordability, early educator compensation, and more,
passed. Minnesota also has a record budget surplus of
over $17 billion dollars heading into session (partially
because of how unpredictable the economy has been
during the pandemic, and partially because last year’s
surplus got rolled into this one due to legislative
inaction).

EARLY CHILDHOOD ADVOCACY
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HEARTWOOD IS HIRING!
We are searching for the perfect toddler assistant to
join our team! The ideal candidate has experience
working with toddlers, and Montessori experience is
preferred. If you know anyone who might be
interested in joining the Heartwood team, please
direct them to apply by sending their resume and
cover letter to info@heartwoodmontessori.org.
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SOME FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Lunch: Please do not send sugary treats in your child's
lunch. As they provide no nutritional value, we request that
you consider sugar-free options for your child's after-lunch
treat.

Late Arrivals: We understand that some mornings you may
arrive to school outside your drop off window. Please send a
message with as much notice as possible so we can ensure a
staff person is available to retrieve your child. If you are
arriving late, please drop off at the front door unless
otherwise specified.
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BRITT HAWTHORNE AUTHOR
TALK - WEDNESDAY 3/1 5-7



Zoom Link

2/15 7:00-9:00PM
MONTHLY BOARD
MEETING

All are welcome and
encouraged to attend!

Important Dates

2/20-21 HEARTWOOD
CLOSED-
CONFERENCES

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82553025085?pwd=OS9HdEhrN1F1eDBmZkYra0xRZmdKdz09

